
 Our perspective is important if we are to intercede 

about the increasing wickedness, violence, corruption, poverty 
and suffering in our nation. 
The Prophet Micah looked on the awfulness of his fallen 
nation and the evidence of its consequences, and he wrote 
this: 

 
“Because of this I will weep and wail; 
    I will go about barefoot and naked. 

I will howl like a jackal 
    and moan like an owl. 

9 For Samaria‟s plague is incurable; 
    it has spread to Judah. 

It has reached the very gate of my people, 
    even to Jerusalem itself.” 

    Micah 1:8-9 
 
 Micah could not step aside and stand aloof because 
he was not personally guilty for the national mess. He must 
have known anger and indignation at what was happening in 
Israel. That did not lead him to violence or hatred, although it 
might have been essential to get him to respond to the 
disintegration around him. Rather the love of the Lord 
constrained him to lament, and his distress increased as he 
saw catastrophe coming to the very gates of Jerusalem. We 
are very much in the same position, for the church is deeply 
impacted and soiled by all that is going on in RSA. 
 John Blanchard’s comment on these verses reads: 
“Is there the same kind of broken-hearted concern among 
God’s people today? ... “Do we climb up on the judge’s bench 
or fall down at the mourner’s bench? A spirit-filled Christian will 
be broken-hearted for two reasons: the dishonour that it brings 
to God and disaster it brings to the sinner. [We] will yearn and 
pray for mercy, not judgment...The sins of the sinners are the 
sorrows of the saints. We must mourn for the things we cannot 
mend... and not join the Pharisee who looked down his nose 
at the tax-collector and prayed to himself, ”God, I thank you 
that I am not like other men...” (Luke 18:11). 
 We are the Bride of our Messiah, who wept over 
Jerusalem. We are children of the Father whose desire is that 
all men are saved. A Bride mourns when her Bridegroom’s 
purposes are ignored and frustrated, and so does a Godly 
child when His Fathers’ will is disobeyed. Even so must our 
desire be in line with that of the Father who has summarized 
his desire for Micah and all mankind with these words:  

“He has told you, O man what is good: 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with your God?” 

 In those words we find the principles for the direction 
for our intercessions. And the love of the Lord that must drive 
us in those intercessions must keep us to the use of Godly 
means as we cry and work for restoration and righteousness 

in that nation. Zechariah 4:6 reminds us of that as the returned 
Israelites worked for the restoration of Israel: 
“This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: „Not by might nor 
by power, but by my Spirit,‟ says the Lord Almighty. “What are 
you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become 
level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of 
„God bless it! God bless it!‟ ” 

A PRAYER TO MEDITATION: 
 Work slowly and thoughtfully through this prayer, 
using each request to let the Holy Spirit touch your heart as 
you pray into the current issues in Church and nation that he 
lays on your heart. 
 

Lord, our God of mercy, 
We thank you that you so graciously  

 indwell your people by your Holy Spirit 
and teach us to shine with your fruit  

of love, joy and peace.  
Help us this day to walk in such fellowship 

with your Spirit that we shine as lights in this dark word  
and consistently hold out the word of truth.  

Come upon us afresh, Holy Spirit to sanctify our wills, hearts 
and minds to equip us each to stand: 

 For whatever is pure, true, just and holy 

 For the advancement of truth in media, science and 
politics 

 For justice and an end to self-seeking in industry and 
commerce 

 For the rights of the weak, unemployed and oppressed. 

 For co-operation between the state and private sector in 
seeking to put right the failures of our economy and public 
service. 

 For the conservation of all that is based on your Word in 
the rich traditions of our past. 

 For the defeat of the pressure in our culture to give in to 
the Cancel and Woke subcultures which undermine Godly 
values and ethics. 

 For us to recognise the workings of your Holy Spirit in 
Church and nation in this generation. 

 For the joyful experience of understanding and flowing 
with what you are doing. 

 For increasing hope and joy as we learn to trust you more 
in these days of discipline and judgment on the nation, 

 For the faith to look ahead with optimism to the glory of 
our eternal inheritance. 

So today, Empowering Lord, enable me to put: 
 righteousness before my self-interest 
 others before myself 
 the things of the Spirit before the things of this flesh 
 the attainment of noble ends above the enjoyment of 

present pleasures 
 what is right above my reputation or the acceptance of 

men. 
 Your Kingdom and righteousness before all else. 
Great God, you showed us your glory in the face of Jesus, our 
Redeemer. Now graciously give us brave hearts, true hearts, 
tender and compassionate hearts, hearts with great room in 
them, hearts pressing ever deeper into intimacy with your Holy 
Spirit.     /2 
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SPECIAL ISSUES FOR PRAYER: 
 
Day 1: 
16 June was Youth Day. It brought back the events of 1976, 
but also highlighted the fact that about 60% are growing up in 
single parent homes and have not been fathered. They are 
emotionally wounded.  80% have been subjected to a very 
deficient education. They have not been properly equipped for 
the working world. >60% of our youth are unemployed. They 
find it difficult to believe they have an investment in the 
society. All have been exposed to our secular 
humanist/idolatrous/racist society. They are vulnerable indeed 
to the acceptance of destructive ideologies and attitudes. 
Pray for: 

 God to wonderfully equip the Christians in all strata 
of the nation to minster the gospel to young people, 
and their families and restore a biblical worldview for 
them. Pray that all over the nation young people 
wounded by family breakdown will find healing in 
Christian ministry and fellowship. 

 Our educational system to repent of its values and 
regulations, which undermine truth and expose them 
to unethical and immoral values. 

 Government and unions to abandon the ideologies 
which ham-string Commerce and Industry in 
providing appropriate training and in meeting the 
huge need of creating millions of jobs quickly 

 
Day 2:  
Growing national instability: 
Corruption, built on cadre deployment which puts the party 
interests before the common good has emasculated municipal 
and national services including justice, policing and security. 
The COVID epidemic greatly aggravated the steady decline in 
effective service provision in every area. Government 
structures are failing right across the board.  

 Pray for the President, embroiled in accusations of 
criminal activity at this critical moment in the country. 
Pray that he will recognise the conflict between ANC 
ideologies and biblical values                
Pray that he will repent before the Lord of any evil he 
has committed and turn to follow God’s way.              
Pray he will act with wisdom and integrity.   

 Pray that the Lord can use this crisis to turn 
government round and seek that which is good and 
true and just. 

 Ask the Lord to change the whole ethos of parliament, 
and redirect the minds and hearts of all who serve 
there away for self-seeking and party kow-towing to a 
united mindset of restoring the nation. 

 Pray that God will raise up leaders who take on so 
great a task with the vision, strength and integrity 
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit  

Day 3: 
Peace: 
The national fiscus faces a perfect storm, with a failing 
economy in the face of the world-wide recession resulting for 
COVID and the Russian-Ukrainian war. We have a nation 
unemployment figure of 35% which means many families 
struggle to even put food on the table. These things result in a 
rapid and progressive increase of the fuel price and cost of 

transport, the food price and the cost of its production and 
distribution. Add to this bad service delivery affecting electricity 
and water supplies and we have a winter of discontent ahead. 

 Pray for the Ministry of finances and those charged 
with the use of funds in every Ministry, Province and 
Municipality, that the Lord will raise up men and 
women with the integrity and competence to manage 
the funds well. 

 Pray about the self-serving mindset of public servants 
and politicians that the present crisis will bring them 
to their knees in repentance and a seeking after 
righteous ways. 

 Pray about the anger and desperation that is in the 
minds and hearts of so many citizens, that the gospel, 
more responsive government and a growing 
understanding in the nation about democracy will 
change the manner in which people respond to their 
needs, and help ensure peaceful interactions with the 
authorities and with one another. 

 Pray against price gouging in energy and food prices. 
 Pray for the security and efficiency of food production 

and distribution in the nation. 
 Pray for the poor and hungry and for the NGOs who 

reach out to them. Pray for funding, for safety in the 
field and for effectiveness in helping people to turn to 
the Lord and grow in the skills he gives to meet our 
daily needs. 

 
Day 4:  
The failing Rule of Law. 
Corruption, inadequate funding and incompetence have 
undermined policing, justice and prison services, and even the 
military. In consequence truth stumbles in the streets and 
violent crime is rising. That is aggravated by the factors we 
prayed about on Day 1, poverty and unemployment and 
racism and xenophobia. The behaviour of political parties and 
groups such as the EFF and Dudula, and some unwise 
government regulations stir up violence aggravated by the 
easy access to firearms. We see results such as a 20% rise in 
the number of murders in the first quarter of the year when 
compared with 2019. 

 Pray for the restoration of the fear of the Lord. Only 
with that can the rule of Law again assert itself in the 
nation. 

 Pray for the Lord to raise up many men and women 
with a keen sense of justice in the police and justice 
system.  

 Pray they will be given great skill as they work in such 
a huge tide of crime in this nation. 

 Pray that hardened criminals and assassins in and 
out of prison will be brought to their knees in 
repentance. 

 Pray that the terrible deeds against women and 
children, which flow from lust and ancestor worship 
will also be tamed by the mercy of God’s holiness. 

 
    Jon Larsen 16/06/2022 


