
 Our press are at present full of the violence being 
perpetrated in our Province. Violent protests, murderous 
attacks and assassinations with political intent, attacks with 
multiple gun shot injuries and death for other reasons, rapes, 
multiple injuries and death because of irresponsible driving on 
the roads - they make up much of the front page news most 
days. The riots in July and the report that 10 000 members of 
our Police Force have been arraigned for violence and rapes 
in recent years amplifies our feelings of insecurity, and raises 
the question about how we have got here – what are the 
reasons for this dreadful phenomenon in the nation. 
 We must, of course, acknowledge that we have a 
very violent heritage stretching from the colonial conquests to 
those of Chaka Zulu against surrounding tribes; from the 1913 
Land Act and the Bambatha rebellion to the Boer Wars; from 
the internal militancy during the 2 World Wars to the Apartheid 
administration and its cruel oppression, its violent reactions to 
protest and the reactionary violence of its victims, its border 
war in Namibia and Angola  and our huge heritage of racial 
distrust.  We can argue that we are sociologically primed to 
remain violent, and we too easily shrug in the despair of “What 
can we do?” 
 We Christians dare not do that. We know about the 
power and love of the Prince of Peace, Jesus, King of kings. 
We acknowledge there are spiritual reasons for our violence.  
The Bible speaks of violence as the fruit of rebellion against 
the Lord from Cain’s murder of his brother to the crucifixion of 
the Prince of Peace, from the violence within the nation of 
Israel and of other nations and the violence between nations, 
right up to Revelation and the final battle of Armageddon. 
 All the books of the Prophets talk of God’s reaction to 
violence. God proclaims over and again that its consequence 
is destruction, that in some sense he himself ordains that 
destruction as discipline of his people and judgment on the 
nations, in order to thwart sin and rein it in. In Romans 1, Paul 
the Apostle summarises the cascade of consequences in 
nations that raises the wrath of God and that leads to violence. 
It begins with the suppression of the truth about God, who 
created us, and who reveals himself to us. That leads to futile 
thinking and foolishly exchanging the immortal God for idols of 
all sorts. The next stage is sexual degradation, impurity, 
shameful lust and unnatural behaviour because the image of 
God in one another becomes obscured. The disintegration of 
God ordained relationships follows and Paul comes to this 
conclusion in vs. 29-32:  

 It is not pleasant stuff to talk about, but Paul was not 
shy about identifying it as part of the culture of his day. It is 
true of the present culture of our nation and its leaders: these 
things can be identified as common characteristics. Like Paul, 
it is important for us as intercessors to acknowledge our crisis, 
because it gives direction and urgency to our prayers. It 
impresses upon us that the Gospel is the only solution to bring 
an end to our grief about the awful things we read each day. 
Obedience to that gospel is the only preventive step we can 
take to turn aside God’s wrath about the blood like Abel’s that 
cries out to him from our ground and brings a curse upon us. 
 We are not free as intercessors, to say, “I am not 
guilty. I have not spilt any of it.” We share the national guilt of 
our violent past, and of our present structural injustice, 
especially against the poor and vulnerable members of our 
society. Like Daniel 9:4-7, we pray to God and confess: 

 We have to acknowledge that same thing is true of all 
of us in KZN and PMB and all the people of RSA scattered 
near and far. The Holy Spirit urges us to join Daniel’s prayer:

 When Daniel prayed thus, the Lord fulfilled his 
promise and brought the 70 years exile to an end, and the 
nation regained its homeland. He also received wonderful 
prophetic insights about the future and about the last days. 
 We need an end to corrupt, incompetent and 
ideologically unsound rule. But much, much more, we need 
redemption from demonic ancestral forces and the oppression 
of unbelief and the rebellion against the Lord’s law. Our hearts 
cry out, as Isaiah’s did (46:1-2 NKJV):  

 There are two important prayers there: God’s Name 
stands for his character and authority. So we pray that our 
God Most Holy would again make his Name known in our 
culture and nation. And that awe of him will make us tremble 
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29 
Their lives became full of every kind of 

wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, 

quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and 

gossip. 
30 

They are backstabbers, haters of God, 

insolent, proud, and boastful. They invent new ways 

of sinning, and they disobey their parents. 
31 

They 

refuse to understand, [they] break their promises, are 

heartless, and have no mercy. 
32 

They know God‟s 

justice requires that those who do these things 

deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, 

they encourage others to do them, too.  NLT 

“O Lord, you are a great and awesome God! You always 

fulfill your covenant and keep your promises of unfailing 

love to those who love you and obey your commands. 
5 
But we have sinned and done wrong. We have rebelled 

against you and scorned your commands and regulations. 
6 
We have refused to listen to your servants the prophets, 

who spoke on your authority to our kings and princes and 

ancestors and to all the people of the land. 
7 
“Lord, you are in the right; but as you see, our faces are 

covered with shame. This is true of all of us, including 

the people of Judah and Jerusalem and all Israel, scattered 

near and far, wherever you have driven us because of our 

disloyalty to you.   NLT 

17 
“O our God, hear your servant‟s prayer! Listen as I 

plead. For your own sake, Lord, smile again on your 

desolate sanctuary. 
18 

“O my God, lean down and listen to me. Open your 

eyes and see our despair. See how your city—the city that 

bears your name—lies in ruins. We make this plea, not 

because we deserve help, but because of your mercy. 

Oh, that You would rend the heavens! 

That You would come down! 

That the mountains might shake at Your presence— 

As fire burns brushwood, 

As fire causes water to boil— 

To make Your name known to Your adversaries, 

That the nations may tremble at Your presence!   



so that we cease to be among those who “know that God’s 
justice requires that those who do these things deserve to die, 
yet they do them anyway.” 
 
 The Prophet Joel has a call to repentance and a 

strategy we need to respond to as the Church in RSA: 

 
PRAYER POINTERS: 
For the Church: 
Affirmation: 

 “O Lord, you are a great and awesome God! You always 
fulfil your covenant and keep your promises of unfailing 
love to those who love you and obey your commands.” 

 “Lord, you are in the right; but as you see, our faces are 
covered with shame. This is true of all of us”, including the 
people of KZN and Umngeni and all RSA, scattered near 
and far, 

 “O our God, hear your servant’s prayer! Listen as I plead. 
For your own sake, Lord, smile again on this your land in 
our desolation.” 

 “Rend our heavens and come down”. Restore great awe 
of your power and redeeming love. Let this people tremble 
in your presence. Pour out conviction of our sin and fear 
of the great danger of falling into further judgment.  

 Appoint a national move of repentance with signs and 
wonders of deliverance. 

 Restore to this people the rule of your law. 

 Break the power of demonic powers and principalities 
which oppress this people.  

 Show us our idols and give us grace to turn from them in 
revulsion.  

 Restore the Sabbath to your people. 

 Bring us into the freedom of the children of God, 
prospering in your blessing because we have learnt to 
wait upon you and give ourselves to obey your 
commands. 

 Silence those who ask in their desperation: ”Where is your 
God?” Silence them with your love poured out upon those 
who fear you, and through you bring life to them. 

 Greatly empower your evangelists to preach the full 
gospel in all its wonder and power to save. 

 Meet the widows and orphans, the poor, the unemployed, 
the homeless and desperate in your compassion and 
mercy. 

 FATHER ALMIGHTY, POUR OUT REPENTANCE AND 
REVIVAL ON THIS LAND. 

For the nation: 
 Pray for the election: 

 For peace in the nation. 

 For integrity in the process, and physical and moral 
protection of IEC personnel and their equipment as 
they work to steer the process. 

 For the Lord to thwart the plans of those who resort to 
crime and assassination to try to gain power in 
municipalities.  

 For the electorate, for a right understanding of the 
democratic process. 

 For all God’s people to study the scriptures and wait 
upon the Lord to understand for whom to vote that we 
might co-operate with the Lord as he places men and 
women of integrity and who seek the common good 
in positions of power in the municipalities. 

 For the rejection of all corrupt persons who seek 
power to loot our cities and towns. 

 Pray for government: 

 For the president and cabinet that they might put the 
wellbeing of the nation above that of the Party and its 
inappropriate ideological positions. Pray for Godly 
insight and courage to recognise and effectively 
implement legislative changes which free the 
economy to develop with justice and efficiency. 

 Pray for parliament, for revival in its corridors, for a 
deep commitment to justice and righteousness and 
the common good. Pray for every member to be true 
to his conscience and act with integrity. Pray that 
party structures will be open to allow co-operation 
across the floor to defeat foolish and destructive 
legislation. 

 Pray for the ruling party, so mired in conflict and the 
fruits and practice of corruption. Ask the Lord to lead 
them too to repentance, for only with his intervention 
can its culture be put right. Pray especially for party 
structures and leadership in KZN, for victory over 
corrupt and criminal cadres and their replacement 
with leaders who can bring blessing to the Province. 

 Pray about the COVID pandemic: 

 Pray for wisdom in managing it. 

 For the progressive freedom from fear in the worship 
and service in our congregations. 

 For the medical fraternity facing stressful situations 
and for integrity in research, prevention and treatment 
   Jon Larsen 15/09/2021 

12 
“Now, therefore,” says the LORD, 

“Turn to Me with all your heart, 

With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 
13 

So rend your heart, and not your garments; 

Return to the LORD your God, 

For He is gracious and merciful, 

Slow to anger, and of great kindness; 

And He relents from doing harm. 
14 

Who knows if He will turn and relent, 

And leave a blessing behind Him— 

A grain offering and a drink offering 

For the LORD your God? 

15 
Blow the 

[f]
trumpet in Zion, 

Consecrate a fast, 

Call a sacred assembly; 
16 

Gather the people, 

Sanctify the congregation, 

Assemble the elders, 

Gather the children and nursing babes; 

Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, 

And the bride from her dressing room. 
17 

Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, 

Weep between the porch and the altar; 

Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, 

And do not give Your heritage to reproach, 

That the nations should rule over them. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

„Where is their God?‟ ” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22327f

