
This slightly edited letter which comes from 
Pastor Greg Matthei, BU President reads: 
     

 Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour.    
 The last four months have been extremely 
challenging for both pastors and congregants. We were 
thrust into the Covid-19 pandemic with very little 
understanding and preparation at first. However, the 
resilience of God‟s people and our reliance on Almighty 
God, are seeing us through this very stormy and 
unchartered territory. The BU National Leadership 
Team (NLT) and the National Leadership Council (NLC) 
needed to make some unprecedented and important 
decisions under the unusual circumstances confronting 
us.      
 We now know personally of friends, family 
members, spouses, ministry colleagues and 
congregants who have contracted Covid-19 and sadly 
some have died. The devastating effect of this 
pandemic has left us with far more questions than 
answers. Our health facilities are under strain and our 
medical professionals are under enormous stress. The 
rules, regulations and restrictions placed on all of us are 
not always clear and easily implementable. For many 
despair, discouragement, anxiety and uncertainty are 
the order of the day. [In the BU] we are certainly facing 
many challenges that relate to Leadership, Finances, 
the New BU Structure, Theological Education, Youth 
and Children‟s Ministries, Unemployment, Gender- 
based violence and the devastating effect of Covid-19 
on our families, communities and the whole world.
 I am reminded of the words of King 
Jehoshaphat when the enemies of Israel formed an 
alliance and the vast superpowers were about to 
mercilessly attack them. Jehoshaphat resolved to 
enquire of the Lord and proclaimed a fast for all of 
Judah. He said, „…our God we do not know what to 
do, but our eyes are on You.‟ Jehoshaphat was 
reminded by Jahaziel who, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, spoke these words to the Israelites, „Do not 
be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. 
For the battle is not yours, but God’s.’  
 [With that in mind] I am calling our beloved 
Baptist Union of Churches to a three-day national 
time of Fasting and Prayer from Sunday 26th until 
Tuesday 28th July 2020.   

 Please use innovative ways to organize 
Zoom, Facebook or WhatsApp, or any form of 
media at your disposal to join us countrywide as we 
seek God‟s will for our beloved Union of Churches. 
[A part of this event will be a] special Virtual 
Prayer Meeting for pastors on Sunday 26th July 
2020 at 6 pm. The prayer meeting will be live-
streamed on the Baptist Union of Southern Africa 
Facebook page so that the greater BU family of 
intercessors can join us as we cry out to God for 
His divine intervention.  
The Facebook address is: 
https://www.facebook.com/BaptistUnionof 
SouthernAfrica  
 I am grateful for what God is already doing 
among us, but eager to see „greater things than 
these.‟     
 Yours in Christ Jesus 

OUR RESPONSE: 
We encourage all our members to take up this 
prayer and fasting challenge, as individuals, and as 
groups using any of the virtual meeting devices 
Pastor Greg mentions. I have taken news from the 
16 July BUSA information sheet to explain why 
urgent prayer is needed. 
 
The Baptist Union SA exists as a uniting body, 
which supports the independent Baptist 
Congregations across Southern Africa. Among 
other things, it helps us maintain our identity, has a 
large role in the selection, training and placing of 
pastors, gives us a united voice when needed and 
assists congregations to solve internal disputes 
when they are unable to achieve that on their own. 
Its income comes mostly from the congregations 
affiliated to it. But it remains cash-strapped 
because few congregations regularly pay their 
dues. That limits its effectiveness. Some 
consequences are: 
 The post of National Ministry Leader at BUSA 

is on hold because of a lack of finances. Pastor 
Greg has agreed to act in the capacity of 
Interim National Leader to provide needed 
leadership in the meantime. 

   Most of the National office building has been 
leased out to save costs and bring in income. 
And the staff of the National Office has been 
greatly reduced. At present it consists of: 

 Pastor Colin Diesel the part-time 
administrator, who is shared on a 50% cost 
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and time basis with Troyeville Baptist 
Church.  

 Mrs Geni Gopper, the book-keeper 

 Miss Natalie Hood, clerical assistant 

 Pastor George Ngamlana, who is the BU 
Confidential Consultant and due to retire. 

 Recruitment of pastors is impeded. Pastor 
William Colledge has to work voluntarily to 
ensure the preparation of interviews for Ministry 
Board recognition of approximately 30 
applicants. They would normally have been 
ratified at the (COVID cancelled) 2020 BUSA 
Assembly, so the ratification of these applicants 
can only happen in 2021 DV. 

 The Maranatha Retreat and Conference Centre 
has run out of funding to cover campsite costs, 
so staff are being retrenched. In the long term, 
it seems probable that the facility must be sold 
to provide much needed funds for BUSA. 

 BUSA owes approximately R79 8000 to various 
Trust Funds. 

 The BUSA Leadership is important to clergy 
faced with such things as government‟s 
removal of the conscience clause from 
regulations governing Marriage Officers, thus 
obliging them to solemnise same sex 
marriages. As opposition grows against 
Christian values, such issues will become more 
common and denominational responses more 
important. 

The Church needs to be very strong to be able to 
exercise its prophetic ministry as our nation faces 
the huge challenges of the Corona virus pandemic 
and its consequences. We must accept that the 
Lord has allowed these as he disciplines a very 
materialistic and compromised Church in many 
nations as well as RSA. The Baptist Union‟s 
special gift to the churches is its commitment to the 
truth that “All scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  
We need to be united in the battle to restore that 
truth in our nation as we struggle with massive job 
losses and unemployment, hunger and civil unrest. 
So the weakness of a disintegrated BUSA is a 
serious and urgent matter, which should concern 
every member of our congregation. 
 
 
 

HOW SHOULD WE FAST AND PRAY? 
 We can fast each of those 3 days until 4:00 

p.m. to make time to pray. That is within the 
reach of most of us. 

 As we intercede, let‟s recognise that the real 
issue in BUSA‟s weakness is the spiritual state 
of our congregations, not the lack of money. 
Too many of us are seduced by our secular 
humanist worldview or by other spiritualities, 
and do not obey the Lord‟s command to seek 
first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
In consequence, we have no real vision of a 
fellowship of like-minded brothers and sisters in 
Christ, which spans the nation and offers a 
powerful witness to the authority of the Word of 
God and the power of the Holy Spirit which 
brings revival and restoration. 

 So pray for the gift of repentance of our 
carnality and compromise.  

 Pray for the Holy Spirit to come upon us with 
great power, restoring zeal for the Kingdom of 
God, and releasing strong congregational 
witness which is able and willing to share the 
Good News and its values in every part of 
society. 

 Pray for the release through the Baptist Union 
of powerful biblical prophetic apologetics to 
silence the pervasive lies, which hold our nation 
in bondage and darkness. 

 Pray for the restoration of holiness and purity in 
the Body of Christ, which opens the way to a 
unity in the Spirit. 

 Pray for a new vision of how the BUSA 
structure may change and grow to bridge the 
gaps between congregations, to enable us to 
care for one another and worship with one 
another across the racial and cultural divides in 
our regions, and to live out our reconciling 
message in our divided and hurting nation. 

 Pray for the encouragement of those who 
currently maintain the BUSA structure, for the 
funds to recruit the additional leaders the Lord 
calls to the work of building a strong 
organisation. 

 Pray for the further development of the support 
of pastors and their wives in their isolation, and 
for a powerful ministry of camps in which the 
gospel is preached and the work of equipping 
believers of all ages to grow in the likeness of 
the Son of God.  

COME LORD AND BLESS US.   Jon Larsen 


