
A definition: adore - regard with utmost 
respect and affection. 
 
We look out on the moral and ethical status 
of our nation and see a situation well 
described in Romans 1 – a culture that does 
not “think it worthwhile  to retain the 
knowledge of God.” As a consequence he 
has given it over to a depraved mind to do 
what ought not to be done.” So our society 
struggles in darkness with envy, murder, 
strife, deceit and depravity. Vs. 29-32 of that 
chapter spell it out more fully. 
 
Paul experienced the struggle with a culture 
like that. Verses 16-19 are a summary of his 
response: 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes: first to 
the Jew, then to the Gentile.  
17 For in the gospel the righteousness of 
God is revealed—a righteousness that is by 
faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith”.  
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from 
heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth 
by their wickedness,  
19 since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain 
to them.  

 
Right there is a reason for us to adore the 
Lord our God. By his love and grace, we see 
he is dealing with this avalanche of slipping 
morality. But we often fail to look properly at 
what he is doing because we struggle with 
the idea of the wrath of God.  John Stott 
writes about that:  
“The wrath of God is almost totally different 
from human anger. It does not mean that 
God loses his temper, flies into a rage, or is 
ever malicious, spiteful or vindictive. The 
alternative to „wrath‟ is not „love‟ but 
„neutrality‟ in the moral conflict. And God is 
not neutral. On the contrary, his wrath is his 
holy hostility to evil, his refusal to condone it 
or to come to terms with it, his just judgment 
upon it. 

”In general, the wrath of God is directed 
against evil alone. We get angry when our 
pride has been wounded; but there is no 
personal pique in the anger of God. Nothing 
arouses it except evil, and evil always does.” 
In Romans Ch. 12 Paul‟s logic rests on this 
truth when he says: “Do not take revenge, my 
friends, but leave room for God‟s wrath, for it 
is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
says the Lord.” 
 
We adore him because the duty of 
vengeance is removed from us. We can let 
go of the awful burden of holding offence, 
and breeding hatred and violence. We are 
given in its place a very wide freedom to grow 
in the skill of returning a soft answer:  
“On the contrary, if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something 
to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning 
coals on his head. Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
We adore him because he offers us a whole 
new paradigm, a new worldview, which helps 
us to live in purity of heart, to live as peace-
makers. He gives us a way of becoming part 
of the solution rather than being part of the 
problem, a part in breaking the pattern of 
slander, racism and hate, causing violence.  
We adore him because we are set free from 
the need to judge the brokenness of others; 
because we can accept our own sin, and the 
grace that covers it by his Blood. 
We adore him because of his righteousness, 
which is by faith from first to last. We are 
saved by faith. We find the way of living 
righteously in this confusing, dark world by 
faith in our God whose wrath is released 
against all evil, and who will roll up all powers 
and principalities of evil when Jesus comes 
again to judge the living and the dead. Our 
boast is in our Saviour. 
 
We find our joy and our balance in difficult 
times like this in the supreme wisdom of the 
love our God has lavished upon us. That 
gives us direction as we pray for our families, 
our brothers and sisters in Christ and for the 
Church in South Africa. The more we 
celebrate and apply that wisdom in our 
adoration of him, the more we will succeed in 
the spiritual warfare in which every one of us 
is engaged, whether we like it or not. 
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We are not meant to try to use the weapons 
of warfare used by the culture all around us 
as people clamor for their „rights‟ as defined 
by the world. The weapons we must learn to 
fight with “are not the weapons of the world. 
On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds”. Like Paul, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, our generation is 
called to “demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and take captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ.”        
(2 Corinthians 10:3-5). 
So our adoration takes us to join Paul in his 
adoring doxology in Chapter 12: 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

his judgments, and his paths 
 beyond tracing out! 

34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or 
who has been his counselor?” 

35 “Who has ever given to God, that God 
should repay them?” 

36 For from him and through him and for him 
are all things. To him be the glory forever! 

Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOCUS THIS WEEK: 

 
 We are invited to join a nation-wide thrust 

of prayer and fasting before the Lord 
about the violence in the land. Pray with 
us especially from 8.00-9.00 p.m. on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings 
about: 

 Farm murders 

 Gender-based violence and rape 
against women and children 

 Political assassinations 

 Gang violence and murders 

 Drug-related killings 

 Violent robberies 

 Abortion 

 Violence and murders related to 
protests and maintaining order. 

The scriptures tell us that the blood of the 
innocent cries out to him for vengeance, 
and those who kill children will be vomited 
from the land. Plead to the Lord for:  

 protection for all those who are 
vulnerable because of these things,  

 the restoration of effective preventive 
policing in rural areas as well as cities, 

and for the Gospel to bring revival in 
the SAPS and SANDF. 

 the successful detection, prosecution 
and punishment of offenders.  

 the National Prosecuting Authority will 
be given the muscle it needs to deal 
effectively with crime. 

 for justice in the courts, that these 
crimes will be given just priority, and 
sentences will be righteous before 
God. 

 our prisons to be free of corruption and 
effective in their efforts to rehabilitate 
criminals because there are revivals 
there as well. 

 an end to political collusion in crime. 

 strength and resources for all those 
helping drug addicts to recovery. 

 an end to the use of violent protest as 
a norm in dealing with poor service 
delivery or to make a political point. 

 the empowering of Pregnancy Crisis 
Clinics right across the land to help 
women and couples to find better 
solutions to unwanted pregnancies 
than abortion. 

 the restoration of a biblical  
understanding of the sanctity of human 
life from conception to death. 

 
 There is great grief in the land.  
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort,  
4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God.  
5 For just as we share abundantly in the 
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort 
abounds through Christ. (2 Corinthians 1). 
Our God is able abundantly to comfort and 
heal those who grieve: hold those so terribly 
wounded up to him. Remember:  

 Families of those murdered 

 The victims of rape and abuse 

 Families of those addicted to drugs 

 Women and couples hurt by abortion 

 Families who bury COVID 19 victims 
and who had not been allowed to be 
with them as they died. 

 Those impoverished by lockdown. 

 The lonely and hopeless. 


