
“Be holy, for I am holy,” says the Lord 
 That is repeated 8 times in our bibles. 
Obvious references are Leviticus 19:2, which is 
repeated in 1 Peter 1:15-16. Pastor Craig used 
Leviticus 17- 20 to demonstrate that the holiness of 
God means his Being is apart from and above his 
creation. He also showed how God’s holy character 
is something he wishes to share with us for our 
good and the blessing of all people. His gift of the 
Law has that purpose. Since Pentecost, in Christ 
he gives us the gift of his HOLY SPIRIT, but still 
“God disciplines us for our good that we might 
share in his holiness” (Hebrews 12:10) to save us 
from shame, guilt, desperation and destruction 
now, and from hell in eternity. 
 Our grief as we contemplate his holiness 
begins when we look at ourselves and the world 
and fully receive that “the heart is deceitful above 
all things and beyond cure. Who can understand 
it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). It is a grief because of our 
abject failure to live up to the expectations built into 
the DNA of our God-given our conscience. When 
we begin to pray seriously for ourselves, the 
Church, or our fallen culture and generation, we will 
inevitably have to press past all the stages of that 
grief. Grief’s stages are denial – “things aren’t that 
bad. I’m better than ....”; impatient bargaining with 
God to wave a magic wand to put it right  - “Isn’t he 
omnipotent?”; anger, often hiding a judgmental 
spirit and a desire for revenge against those we 
see to be especially wicked; and finally depression 
at the depth of our darkness – before we eventually 
accept the true state of things, repent and take a 
full hold on God’s grace. Only then are we ready to 
properly accept with delight the next words God 
gave Jeremiah (17:10): “I the Lord search the heart 
and examine the mind, to reward a man according 
to his conduct, according to his deeds.” 
 We talk much much about justification by 
faith. By the Blood of Christ we are accepted in the 
Beloved and the judgment on our deeds is 
revoked. But that does not exempt us from the 
command to “Make every effort to live at peace 
with all men and to be HOLY; without holiness no 
one will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14). Those 
words confront us with another great glory of the 
gospel, that the Holy Spirit is given to make us 
holy. Jesus prayed that the Father would sanctify 

the disciples by the truth. “Your Word is truth.” 
(John 17:17).  It is because of God’s choice of us 
that we are in Christ Jesus, “who has become for 
us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30). The 
way of sanctification is to “live by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature” 
(Galatians 6:16). 
 So the command to be holy is central to the 
Christian life and also to our work of intercession. 
Its centrality has always been there and is reflected 
in this lovely hymn of worship from the fourth 

Century: 
 

We praise thee, O God,   
we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

All the earth doth worship thee   
the Father everlasting. 

To thee all Angels cry aloud 
the Heavens, and all the Powers therein. 

To thee Cherubim and Seraphim  
continually do cry, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of *Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full  
of the Majesty of thy glory. 

The glorious company of the Apostles   
praise thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the Prophets  
 praise thee. 

The noble army of Martyrs praise thee. 
The holy Church throughout all the world  

doth acknowledge thee; 
The Father of an infinite Majesty; 

Thine honourable, true and only Son; 
Also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 
Thou art the King of Glory O Christ. 

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver 

man thou didst not abhor the Virgin's womb. 
When thou hadst overcome  

the sharpness of death :  
    thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven  

to all believers. 
Thou sittest at the right hand of God   

in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come   

to be our Judge. 
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants,  

    whom thou hast redeemed with thy 
precious blood. 

Make them to be numbered with thy saints  
 in glory everlasting. 

 
*Sabaoth – the hosts of heaven. 
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HOLINESS AND GRIEF 



The hymn strikes a beautiful balance between the 
glory of our transcendent God and our 
accountability to grow to be like him. 

 
GOD IS LOVE, THEREFORE HE GRIEVES 

 The bible talks of his grief in many places: 
1. Isaiah 5: The Father’s grief that he had poured 

his care on his vineyard Jerusalem and Judea, 
“What more could I have done for my vineyard 
than I have done?” Yet it yielded only the bad 
grapes of a violent, unjust society. And Ezekiel 
16: His grief that he rescued Israel like a 
helpless and rejected new-born, yet she grew 
up to be a lascivious spiritual prostitute. 

2. John 11:33-35; Luke 19:41-44: Jesus, Son of 
God, grieved over the pain of Lazarus’ death, 
and over Jerusalem’s rejection of his word and 
way, which would lead to a terrible destruction. 

3. Ephesians 4:30: The Holy Spirit, seal of our 
redemption, can be grieved by our speech, 
attitudes and actions. 

The prophets who were filled with the Spirit, 
grieved over unholy Israel. Jeremiah recorded his 
grief so fully in Lamentations, the psalmists in the 
psalms of lament. Daniel 9 talks of great grief and 
his sense of shame over the nation in exile. Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians out of distress and anguish 
of heart and with many tears as he confronted the 
sin in that unholy church. 
So as we obey our Lord who commands that we be 
holy for he is holy, grief about the sin in Church and 
nation will inevitably be there in our hearts as we 
pray. And it might take the form of any of the 
stages of the grief cycle. Denial mostly has us and  
praying for what we want or praying triumphalist 
prayers. Bargaining can have us promising to do 
things for God in our own strength. Anger can have 
us demanding God take vengeance for us, while 
blind to our own sin. Depression can have us silent 
before our God, harassed by unbelief. 
It is necessary to offer those attitudes to God in 
confession whenever we become aware of them, 
so that our hearts can be responsive to the 
direction in which the Holy Spirit wants to lead us 
as we intercede.  
When we attend to this, Paul’s words in Ephesians 
6:18 become our experience: “Pray in the Spirit 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for the 
saints.”  
    Jon Larsen 10/06/2020 

PRAYER POINTERS 
 The ruling party seems to be using Disaster 

Regulations to further its desires to introduce 
an authoritarian socialist regime, with 
centralised power. Bring to God the present 
battle to preserve the Rule of Law in this nation.  

 Ask the Lord to empower people of integrity 
and faith in the Judiciary and Parliament, with 
discernment, courage, and perseverance to 
fight successfully for Godly and just laws and 
for the common good.  

 Pray for wisdom for the President and the 
NCCC to lead the nation with the proper focus 
of wisdom, sensitivity and integrity through the 
Covid 19 pandemic.   

 Pray for mercy, that the pandemic may be 
limited in time and severity, and without great 
grief from the illness and the damage to the 
economy. 

 Pray much for the protection and enabling of 
medical and nursing staff who face such great 
stress and danger, especially in ICUs.  

 Pray that government and the ANC will repent 
of their destructive ideologies and abandon 
Land Expropriation without Compensation and 
NHI etc. Pray for grace to replace them with a 
united economic strategy which will be 
successful in creating the employment we need 
so as to overcome unemployment and poverty. 
Pray that the economy will rapidly revive. 

 Pray for our schools: for those children who are 
very fearful, or disturbed because of the 
confusion and difficulties around limited 
resources; for teachers who struggle to 
overcome the problems facing them; for 
parents who are anxious and fearful. 

 Pray that Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
will be rejected and removed from our schools 
and replaced with instruction that empowers 
children to live pure lives and be equipped to 
build strong families. 

 Pray for those who lack food and shelter, and 
for those who minister to them in Jesus’ Name. 

Gracious God, restore to us an intense longing 
for holiness and purity. Pour it out on all your 
church with the great power of the Holy Spirit to 
release the believers in Africa to stop limping 
between two opinions, to die to self and rise to 
Christ, and focus with zeal on the coming of 
your Kingdom and the doing of your will. 


