
 
WOMEN WERE CREATED SPECIAL 
 Genesis 2 tells us the Lord had brought 
every animal before Adam, but no suitable helper 
was found (v20). So he created Eve in a unique 
way which proclaimed her matchless significance. 
Adam was blown away by her beauty, and blurted 
out, “This is bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh’. 
 Genesis 1:27 tells us that men and women 
were created equal, making a glorious richness: 
“So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female 
created he them”. And he gave them to each other 
in the one flesh of marriage, a procreative intimacy 
of body, heart and spirit (2:24). He saw that it was 
all very good (1:31). 
 That goodness was deeply damaged by 
their Fall. They were driven out of Eden and had to 
endure the consequences of their rebellion in all 
their relationships: with God, with each other, with 
animal life and with the earth.  
The unity they had with one another was deeply 
disturbed. Reproduction became a painful process 
for Eve and “Your desire willbe for your husband, 
and he will rule over you” (3:16). His rule became 
domination as a consequence of sin, and male 
dominance enforced by greater physical strength 
became the norm of human relationships. 
Relational beauty has been deeply wounded up to 
the present. 
 The monogamy of Genesis 2:24 had 
become polygamy by the time of Abraham. The 
vision of that exclusive cherishing relationship had 
become tarnished. Husband’s word became law. 

The Law of Moses required many regulations to 
protect women from abuse. Leviticus18 makes that 
point and demonstrates the sexual chaos, which 
had developed in the nations, with sexual depravity 
linked with the worship of other gods throughout 
the Old Testament. At the time of Jesus, women 
were little more that chattels owned and directed by 
their husbands, in Israel, and Greek and Roman 
society. 
 
JESUS CAME TO RESTORE THE VISION 
 The New Testament re-establishes the 
dignity and equality of women. It happens in all 
sorts of ways. Luke’s chief human actors in the 
coming of John the prophet, and Messiah Jesus 
were women who outdid their menfolk in spiritual 
insight and obedience, so the Holy Spirit dealt 
mainly with them!  
 In Matthew 19:1-9, Jesus restores the 
authority of Genesis 4:14 against the power of men 
to divorce their wives for absolute trivia, saying, 
“For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united with his wife, and the two 
become one flesh... Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no man separate.” 
 When the Pharisees tried to get him to 
condemn the woman taken in adultery in John 8:1-
11, he confronts them instead with their hypocritical 
application of the law. They had wanted to stone 
the woman while they let the man go free. He dealt 
compassionately with her, understanding that she 
had probably had little control over what had 
happened. 
 Jesus chose 12 disciples, but it was women 
who supplied the financial support as they travelled 
around preaching. There was one man, John, who 
stood at the cross at Calvary. The rest whose love 
drove them there in Jesus’ extremity were women. 
It was to women that our resurrected Lord first 
showed himself, such was their devotion.  
 The Apostles understood the restoration 
taking place. Paul’s heading when he teaches 
about family relationships in Ephesians 5:21-33 is: 
“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ”.  
He commands that a wife submit to her husband as 
to the Lord. But then the passage defines his   
headship as caring for her, and taking the 
responsibility of helping her to holiness and 
blamelessness. That implies his love for her helps 
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THE NEED: 
 We have all been horrified at the 
abuse and murder of women and girls in the 
nation. Those deeds come out of awful 
debased patriarchal attitudes. There is a 
great need for us to pray effectively into that 
situation. The right place to prepare 
ourselves is to review what the Lord our God 
has to say about women and their status in 
his creation. 



her to reach her full potential. This is a glorious 
charge given to every man, which gives him 
dignity, joy and fulfilment. Paul says that becomes 
a reflection of the beauty of Christ and his Church. 
This manner of headship in marriage given a man 
is one Paul defends as a creation ordinance in 1 
Timothy 2:13-14 and 1 Corinthians 11:8-10. 
Paul goes back to the Fifth Commandment as he 
restores the calling to fathers to bring children up in 
the love and fear of the Lord. 

 
HOW DO WE APPLY THIS IN PRAYER? 
 
 We have the highest rates of femicide, rape 

and sexual abuse of women and children in the 
world.  Pray to the Lord for daily miraculous 
protection of women and children in danger, 
and an end to these terrible deeds.  

 There are inadequate resources to help those 
in danger to get to safety, and to assist 
survivors to recover physically, emotionally and 
spiritually. Pray for the Lord to guide and direct 
those professionals, churches and NGOs who 
are called to this work of mercy. Pray for great 
compassion and the power of the Holy Spirit to 
heal such awful trauma. Pray for the national 
provision of safe, well equipped and well run 
shelters. (Isaiah 43:1-3) 

 Women who are abused and raped frequently 
endure secondary abuse from police and 
courts. Pray the re-established special police 
divisions and courts will be staffed with men 
and women with a real sense of calling and 
strong desire for justice. 

 
 A toxic oppressive patriarchy thrives in the 

hearts of many men in RSA who reject the Lord 
and turn to idol worship. Pray for the powerful 
preaching of the Gospel all over our land. Pray 
the Holy Spirit will come in great power, 
bringing the repentance, confession and 
cleansing which releases men from this 
ungodly worldview. 

 Men who have no father figure and are not 
brought up in the love and fear of the Lord, will 
not reverence womanhood, nor know how be a 
Godly heads of a homes. They are likely to fail 
utterly in caring or taking responsibility. At least 
64% of South African children grow up in 

fatherless homes. Ask the Lord to lay this 
matter on the heart of Godly men in every walk 
of life, and in every church, so that the Holy 
Spirit can raise up millions of men who can 
mentor these lost guys. Lord, raise up a 
generation of men who love your way. 

 
 Pray for the feminists of this nation. The more 

they undermine the godly principle of headship 
and fatherhood in families, the more young 
men feel incapable of relating properly to 
women and children and try to cope with their 
humiliation by accepting a narrative that they 
have to force themselves on women. 

 We have laws designed to undermine marriage 
and the biblical sexual ethic in our schools. 
There is societal pressure to make 
pornography still more accessible and pressure 
to legalise prostitution and the national 
acceptance of the full LGBTIQ+ agenda of 
family disintegration. Cry out to God day and 
night for the  repeal of these laws, and the 
restoration of the authority of His Word in the 
nation. Pray especially for the rejection of the 
Comprehensive Sexuality Education syllabus in 
all schools. 

 
 Pray for God’s mercy on the nation, that He will 

guide us through this part of the COVID 19 
pandemic, and our horrendous financial crisis 
and the abject poverty it will otherwise cause. 

 Pray for those who are desperate because of 
unemployment, poverty and hunger. Pray for 
many miraculous provisions for God’s people. 

 Continue to pray for government, for the gift of 
repentance from the ideological straight-jacket 
of their thinking which contributes to their failure 
to implement effective solutions to our 
projected 50% unemployment rate. Pray for 
wisdom and strength for the President and his 
adivors. 

 Pray for peace on our streets, for a unity in the 
nation in selflessly facing our trials. Ask the 
Lord to raise up righteous leaders in 
Commerce, Industry, Government, the Unions 
and Taxi industry, people who will pursue 
justice and peace.   Jon Larsen

   


